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Beginning NEXT WEEK ALL STUDENTS 
and STAFF MUST WEAR A MASK. We 
may still have to quarantine at times 
and keep students home if they are 
exposed to Covid, but a mask makes 
that a much shorter duration. You can 
contact Nurse Miller at 
Kmiller13@usd259.net for additional 
information. Helpful Links:
• WPS Advance School Plan
• Frequently Asked Questions
• WPS COVID Case Protocol (2021-22)
• WPS COVID Response Plan for Staff 

Students and Visitors

As we approach 9/11, Robinson is 
partnering with the Freedom Flag 
Foundation to raise the Flag of 
Remembrance in a ceremony to 
commemorate the 20th anniversary of 
9/11. This flag was created in Virginia 
in the days immediately after 9/11, and
has become the official Flag of 
Remembrance in several states. This 
year, at least one school in each state 
in the U.S. will be participating; for 
Kansas, that is Robinson Middle 
School. We are planning our ceremony 
for 8:15 a.m. on Sept. 10th and we 
would like to recognize military and 
first responders. If you are military, 
fire, police, or an EMT, and you would 
be interested in 
attending, please
contact Michele 
Rowley at 
mrowley@usd259.net.

Students will be receiving their iPads 
today during their first hour class. If 
you haven’t yet paid for Insurance and 

would like to pay for insurance to make 
sure that breakage/damage is covered, 
you may still do so.

The deadline to send payment is 
September 3, 2021. You can pay 
online, or you can send your child with 
payment to the office.  Pay Online 
at: https://www.mypaymentsplus.com
/welcome Pay Check/Cash: Make 
Checks Payable to: Robinson Middle 
School Credit Card: Call 973-8690 to 
pay over the phone.  The Insurance Fee 
is based on a sliding scale according to 
what a student pays for lunch:
If you pay Full - $30
If you pay Reduced - $15
If you are Free - $10

In addition, Parents or guardians must 
complete the Student Technology –
Parent Sign off Form 2021-2022 to 
complete the insurance enrollment 
process. Even if you paid for insurance 
during enrollment, you must still fill 
out this form. Access the form through 
this link:  
https://bit.ly/parentsignaturetech

Tardies begin this week and we will be 
“sweeping” up the halls and walking 
students to class. You will receive a 
ParentLink call on the days your 
students are late to class. Please 
review the best way to and from class. 
Today a small group, less that 3%, were 
late - so ALL KIDS can abs should be in 
class on time.

R O B I N S O N  
S O C I A L  M E DIA

Facebook
@RobinsonUSD259

Instagram
@robinsonramsms259

Twitter
@RobinsonMidSch

Tech Help?

bit.ly/RMSTech911

973-HELP (4357).  

Rapid Identity:

Username:  pupil ID

Microsoft 0365

Username:  pupil 

ID@usd259.net

Student Email 

Address:

firstname.lastname@ 

students.usd259.net

Community 
Service

6th Grade:  15 Hours
7th Grade:  20 Hours
8th Grade:  25 Hours

Submission Form

mailto:Kmiller13@usd259.net
https://www.usd259.org/WPSadvance
https://www.usd259.org/Page/20691
https://www.usd259.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=34112&dataid=44110&FileName=COVIDProtocolOverview.pdf
https://www.usd259.org/site/handlers/filedownload.ashx?moduleinstanceid=34112&dataid=44242&FileName=COVID%20Response%20Protocol%20FINAL%2021-22.pdf
https://www.freedomflagfoundation.org/
mailto:mrowley@usd259.net
https://www.mypaymentsplus.com/welcome
https://bit.ly/parentsignaturetech
http://bit.ly/RMSTech911
https://www.usd259.org/Page/11952
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Community Service

Submit Community Service Hours Online
https://www.usd259.org/robinson/pib; Community Service

6th Grade:  15 Hours
7th Grade:  20 Hours
8th Grade:  25 Hours

Submission Form

Know of a Community 
Service Opportunity?  

Email Denise Van Horn at dvanhorn@usd259.net to include on this page.  

United Way has a website that lists 

volunteer opportunities for teens.  For 

more information, visit 

http://www.unitedwayplains.org/teen-

volunteers/

Have you heard of Volunteer Kansas? 

It’s a website (www.volunteerkansas.org) for 

people who want to find exciting and useful 

ways to engage in their community.  Students 

can browse opportunities to volunteer by 

location or by their interests.

https://www.usd259.org/robinson/pib
https://www.usd259.org/Page/11952


This week we wrap up the first chapter with a 
review of greatest common factor (GCF) and least 
common multiple (LCM). Students will have about 
three chances to score a 3 or 4 on each 
standard. So far students are doing a terrific job on 
these quizzes. Check out the math score on 
SYNERGY. I would also encourage kids to begin 
working on Mathia at home. I'll talk about it in 
class on Friday, August 27 if time permits.

Students are currently working on the basics of 

Science (safety, measurement, conversion, and 

writing a response to a Claim-Evidence-Reasoning 

prompt) so you won't see grades for this class yet. 

Our first grade for a standard should be the week of 

September 6th on the topic of Cells. I will keep you 

updated on our progress!

We have finished our first text, Brown Girl 

Dreaming! We will read and analyze one more 

text before starting our novel study over Out of 

the Dust.

Now that the kids have technology, they have a 

digital copy of their Social Studies book! This 

new curriculum is so good! We are currently 

studying the Paleolithic and Neolithic Age by 

reading Chapter 1 and Chapter 2.

There are many engaging activities planned for 

next week that are sure to spark your student's 

interest and have them speaking (and singing) 

in Spanish. Be prepared to hear about a movie 

clip and a fun song called ¿Puedo ir al baño?

We have finished our first text, Brown Girl 

Dreaming! Next week we will continue in 

the My Perspectives book, looking at the use of 
cartoons in media.

Students will also complete the Fastbridge 
screener for Language Arts.

This week we will finish working on our first chapter 

Factors and Area. We will review the standards and 

students will have a few opportunitites to score a 3 

or 4 on each standard.

Students will use class time to complete the fall 

Fastbridge screener for math.

There are many engaging activities planned 

for next week that are sure to spark your 

student's interest and have them speaking 

(and singing) in Spanish. Be prepared to hear 

about a movie clip and a fun song called 

¿Puedo ir al baño?

In language, we have been working on 

sentence structure, developing well-built 

sentences. Look for the use of an advanced 

convention in student writing. 

In reading, students are interpreting 

"Raymond's Run", looking for details in the text 

that support an opinion.

Students have been composing and 

decomposing numbers in order to find the area 

of composite figures.



Next week we will continue with our culturally-

rich unit called "La corrida de toros". There will 

be an interpretive listening assessment toward 

the end of the week. Encourage your student 

to grow in their Spanish skills by practicing 

on Duolingo for about five minutes every day.

This week in science we are learning about the 

relationships in ecosystems. We did a lab 

involving the organisms in a part of the school 

butterfly garden. We will be looking at how one 

change can effect many other organisms in an 

ecosystem.

We will be starting a unit on Generations in our 

My Perspectives text book. We will read and 

analyze several pieces of literature in the text 

book.

Students will continue working on Equations 

and Inequalities. They will look at the 

standards for this unit, and have the 

opportunity to show their knowledge of the 

concepts.

Students will be working on writing their own 

personal narratives about a "First Day." They 

will be focusing on Narrative Elements and 

Revision as they complete this activity..

Students need to be selecting a memoir as 

their Out of Class Reading this nine-weeks.

Students will finish our physical geography core 
concepts with creating a special purpose map 
of Robinson. For those students who want to 
try for a 4, they will also create a cartogram of 
Robinson. By mid-week we will transition from 
physical geography to human geography 
concepts.

Next week we will continue with our culturally-

rich unit called "La corrida de toros". There 

will be an interpretive listening assessment 

toward the end of the week. Encourage your 

student to grow in their Spanish skills by 

practicing on Duolingo for about five minutes 

every day.

This coming week, the seventh graders will 
continue our study of narrative text 
elements. After that, we’ll begin looking at 
science fiction written of the 1950s and 
1960s. We’ll focus on how the authors 
developed their plots and themes, as well as 
how they use literary devices.

Math students will continue our study of 

Equations and Inequalities next week! Seventh 

graders should be comfortable solving multi-

step equations and writing their own equations 

from given scenarios. Watch for a quiz early in 

the week!

WOW we are off to a great start! Students will 
continue working on Module 3 Topic 2 Solving 
Equations and Inequalities.  All practice 
homework will be completed in Desmos which
will be automatically graded and students can
fix if they are incorrect. Please let me know if
you have any questions or concerns.

http://www.duolingo.com/
http://www.duolingo.com/


Should children live with their incarcerated 

parents in the prisons of Bolivia? Your student 

will write on this topic next week. We will also 

enjoy a song by Luis Fonsi and play some 

games that are sure to spark interest and 

move students toward proficiency in Spanish.

We are studying motion, forces and mass and 

how they relate. We have done labs over 

constant velocity and a bowling ball lab 

learning about forces and how that change 

motion. We will be learning how to use a sonic 

motion sensor to measure motion and changes 

in motion in the upcoming week.

Students should have wrapped our Moth 

Storytelling Unit. Each brave student will have 

told a story using the Moth techniques. We 

have spent the last week listening to, 

analyzing, and discussing many stories from 

The Moth. I am so proud of their work on their 

stories, their willingness to share, and their 

support of each other!

We are continuing the colonial review unit this 

week. Students are working independently on 

a Modern Witch Hunt research and writing, due 

on Sept. 3.

This coming week, the eighth graders will 
continue working with literary text elements. We 
will also begin our suspense fiction unit with 
“The Chaser” by John Collier.

Algebra students will continue our study of 

Quantities and Relationships. Watch for a test 

toward the middle of the week!

Students are using constructions to build 

conjectures about plane figures. Student art 

has focused on rigid motions maintaining size, 

shape, and distance, each transformation 

having its own point of focus.

WOW we are off to a great start!  Students will 

continue working on Module 1 Topic 2 

Sequences.  All practice homework will be 

completed in Desmos which will be 

automatically graded and students can fix if 

they are incorrect.  Please let me know if you 

have any questions or concerns.
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Technology Information

Google Classroom Microsoft Teams

Berry, Kathleen 

6th Grade Math & Science

Brown, Kristin

6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies

Jenney, Charles 

7th and  8th Grade Science

Sims, Katherine 

7th and  8th Grade Language Arts

Taylor, Mike

6th and  8th Grade Language Arts & Math

Flores, Tara

6th, 7th and  8th Grade Spanish

Johnson, Cathy

6th and 7th Math & Language Arts

Lavacek, Molly 

7th and  8th Grade Language Arts

Polson, Elizabeth 

6th Grade Spanish

Rowley, Michele 

7th and  8th Grade Social Studies

Sinsel, Jennifer 

7th and  8th Grade Math

Van Horn. Denise 

7th and  8th Grade Math

Important Usernames
Passwords will be what the student sets for 

their account

Rapid Identity:

Username:  pupil ID

Microsoft 0365 & Teams:

Username:  pupil ID@usd259.net

Student Email Address:

firstname.lastname@students.usd259.net

Student Vue

Username:  pupil ID

Google Classroom

Username:  pupil ID@usd259.net

Verizon Innovative Learning provides free 

technology, access ad innovative learning 

programs that transforms the learning experience. 

Visit https://sites.google.com/usd259.net/rms-

vils/home to learn more information.

https://sites.google.com/usd259.net/rms-vils/home
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Microsoft Teams Settings

Team Meeting Settings

• Update Preferences:  Click on the image in the 

upper right hand corner.

• Change Picture:  Add either a picture of yourself or 

Btmoji so that when your camera is off, we can identify 

you.  

• Settings:  A few settings you may want to update:

• Click on Edit for Meetings, and change your 

meeting chat notifications to mute so that 

during the meeting notifications do not pop up.

Completing Assignments in Teams
Teacher Assigns A Document to Edit

Open in Microsoft/Download:  Complete the assignment as 

normal.  You will need to save the document to your One Drive, 

then add a the file to the assignment to turn it in. When you are 

ready to turn in, hit the Turn In Button in the upper right corner.

OR 

Open Online: Complete the assignment as normal.  Close page 

when assignment is completed, your file will save automatically 

to your SharePoint.  If you need access later, you can find it in 

the assignment or in the files tab in the Teams App. When you 

are ready to turn in, hit the Turn In Button in the upper right 

corner.
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Virtual Class Meeting Expectations

Microsoft Teams Meeting/Class Expectations (SRG Employability Skills)

1. Do NOT join the meeting until the organizer has started the meeting.

2. Attend class in an environment conducive to your learning (sitting up, dressed for school, 

minimal distractions) and supplies ready.  

3. We encourage you to have your camera on during direct instruction and interaction time.  You 

may blur/change to a school appropriate background when your camera is on.  During work 

time you may turn your camera off.

4. Use appropriate language with written and oral communications. Keep your comments 

respectful, clean and focused on class. 

5. Only use the “chat” feature when directed to during class time.  The chat is your classroom, 

think of it as what you would say if you were to raise your hand in class.  

6. Follow appropriate social media and computer/device usage etiquette as a student of 

Wichita Public Schools. 

7. Please refrain from any “silly” activity during class time that may detract from the short time 

we have together each week (e.g. costumes, silly backgrounds, turning your screen upside 

down, etc.). If you engage in inappropriate behavior, you will be referred to Robinson 

Administration and your parents will be contacted. 

8. Please be aware that all digital information you enter can be read by district personnel. 

Nothing is private.

What is a Microsoft Team?

Each of your teams is a “separate classroom” where your teacher 

will post class announcements, materials, assignments, 

everything you will need for that class.

The General Channel will be used for teacher posts and 

announcement.  Each student should respond with an emoji only 

to indicate they have read the post.

The Questions Channel will be used if you have 

academic/procedural questions about the class, you can ask 

them on the Questions Channel.  Your questions are important to 

us. Please ask non-personal questions here. Personal questions 

should be emailed to your teacher.

Some teachers may be using Microsoft Teams for online classes.  To access 

Microsoft Teams through the Rapid Identity portal, you will need to sign in with 

your studentid@usd259.net and your district password. You can download the 

teams app on your computer or phone/tablet or use access on the web. 
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Microsoft Teams Meetings Tips
Participants

See who is in the 

meeting

Settings
To change setting 

when you are in the 

meeting.

Microphone On/Off
Enter the meeting with 

your microphone off.  

Turn on when you 

need to talk to 

teacher.

Leave Meeting
When the class is over 

use this button.

Chat
Only use the “chat” 

feature when directed 

to during class time.  

The chat is your 

classroom, think of it 

as what you would say 

if you were to raise 

your hand in class

Raise Hand
To indicate you have a 

question for your 

teacher

Camera On/Off
We encourage you to 

have your camera on 

during direct 

instruction and 

interaction time.  You 

may blur/change to a 

school appropriate 

background when your 

camera is on.  During 

work time you may 

turn your camera off

Share Screen
Only share your 

screen if your teacher 

has asked you to.

Team Meeting Settings

Device Settings: If you need to change your camera or microphone 

settings

Gallery/Large Gallery/Together Mode: Different views available to 

see your teacher and classmates.

Apply background effects: You can blur your background or apply a 

filter for when your camera is on.

Turn on live captions: Live captions and subtitles for the event you are 

viewing.
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USD 259 District Calendar
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PIB Contact Information

http://www.usd259.org/robinson/pib
The page gives team information.  A Weekly Newsletter (published Friday afternoons) will be posted.  

The newsletter will give information about topics of study and events for the following week.  To 

access classroom websites you will need to use your Parent/Student Vue account.

If you wish to contact any of the Pre-IB teachers with questions please 

note the following contact information.  You can leave a message by 

phone for any teacher at 973-8600.

Berry, Kathleen 
6th Grade Math & Science

Email:  kberry@usd259.net

Brown, Kristin
6th Gr. Language Arts & Social Studies

Email:  kbrown12@usd259.net

Flores, Tara
6th, 7th and  8th Grade Spanish

Email:  tflores@usd259.net

Jenney, Charles 
7th and  8th Grade Science

Email:  cjenney@usd259.net

Johnson, Cathy
6th and 7th Math & Language Arts

Email:  cjohnson14@usd259.net

Lavacek, Molly 
7th and  8th Grade Language Arts

Email:  mlavacek@usd259.net

Polson, Elizabeth 
6th Grade Spanish

Email:  epolson@usd259.net

Rowley, Michele 
7th and  8th Grade Social Studies

Email:  mrowley@usd259.net

Sims, Katherine 
7th and  8th Grade Language Arts

Email:  ksims@usd259.net

Sinsel, Jennifer 
7th and  8th Grade Math

Email:  jsinsel@usd259.net

Taylor, Mike
6th and  8th Grade Language Arts & Math

Email:  mtaylor4@usd259.net

Van Horn. Denise 
Team Leader

7th and  8th Grade Math

Email:  dvanhorn@usd259.net

Website


